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Werner's Quest Continues . . .

The archer, again with the help of laser beams, is set up-and shoots his
arrow along the beam and the behaviour of the arrow can then be seen
by checking the holes in the paper. Werner told me that, to him, the most
interesting will be the actions of the unfletched arrows along the beam
length.

In his search for excellence, Werner Beiter seems to be sparing no
expense/time/dedication to the pursuit of it. As | have said before and.
have no hesitation in repeating, this Archery-loving gentleman is a boon
to the sport and, | just wish we had one like him here in Britain and, no
doubt, so does every other nation!

Oh. yes! You remember the sunken area in the lower hall that | was
told by one of Werner's daughters was there for the crocodiles!! 'Well,
there is ene in residence now. A 6fl. blow-up ‘one!

Now for the tournament!

To be honest, I/do not think the final results matter. This tournament was
run with the idea of bringing a bit of enjoyment back inte the sport and
to show that shooting, even serious shooting, can be fun! Archers of dif-
fering expertise, including some of the world's best, were invited to take
part. Following the practice period all archers from 15-year-old club
shooter to World Champion, were pitched against each other (Gents v.
Ladies/Senior v. Junior) in a unique competition — producing some very
interesting results.

On the first day an Elimination round was held first - 36 arrows at
70m. (120cm face) which ended with Lionel Torres (France) finishing in
top spot with Matteo Bisiani (italy), 2nd and Britain's Alison
Williamson top lady semewhere round about 5th spot. Following the
elimination it was a knock-out round in which everyone was involved but
finally ended with a shoat-off for first place — a replica of the European
Indoor Championship Gold Medal battle — in which Torres faced
Bisiani. Il was not only a replica match, it was a replica résult — Torres
winning.

It may sound just another shoot but, it wasn't. True, when shooting
was in progress it was quiet — both archers and spectators respecling
the archers' feelings — but there was plenty of banter between times,
Alison coming in for more than a share of it from her International peers
- they like her and she enjoys the ‘leg-pulling.” Also, at one stage. the
competition was halted so that a competition of a different sort could
take place; Werner, ever-ready to pul spice into the shooting without
spoiling technigue, put up a few hundred D-Marks and then invited the
shooters lo shoot 10s and share the money between them. Starting with
the archer who had the lowest score the shooting progressed up the
ranking. With the cameras focussed on the target all eyes watched the
monitors and there were many sighs and ‘Oohs’ as arrow narrowly
missed the mark and it wasn't until Nico Hendrickx (Belgium) put in a
10 that a huge cheer went up. This was followed by three more as three
arrows also found the “10." Each archer did his best and each willed the
other to win —it'was good to see! That evening.
in pouring ran, many went go-karting to ‘relax.’

The next morning there was thick snow but, as
we were inside in a controlled temperature, it
didnt matter. Again a ranking rfound for team
selection in which No. 1 was partnered by the last
ranked and two from the centre and so on for four
leam. Each team played each other and once two
wins were recorded a point was awarded, This
round was exciling, especially with the aid of the
cameras/monitors, team members and audience
could see just
what was hap-
pening 70m away.
This really was
great lo walch
and there were
some surprises too ! |1 Young Melanie
Forsterling (16) from the Berlin School
turned out to be extremely calm and
capable as she took her turn on the line
to shoot for her team. On several occa-
sions she shot two 10s and a 9 for her
team and, | am convinced. this young
lady is going to be one to contend the
world stage one day! Another youngster
to shine was European Under 16
Champion, Stefan Grimm who, guite
often needed a 9 or a 10 to keep his
team in contention. He did not fail them.

It was inleresling to note thal, in
the individual matches the day before,

Melanie
Forsterling . . .
one to watch!

Stefan Grimm ... a
good prospect

there were many archers scoring 59 out of a total of 60 peints and,
indeed, Matteo Bisiani picked up-a 500 D:Mark prize that Werner had
offerad to anyone shooting a perfect ‘60." However, come the team
round, the ability to
shoot so many 10s
seemed to have desert-
ed the Internationals but
the youngsters, notably
Melanie and Stefan,
seemed to have
improved. This all made
for an interesting and, at
times, exciting event as
we watched the
SCreens.

The team round
was unique. Not only
because it was mix-lp of
ladies and gents, junjor
and senior but also,
because it was a mixture
of nations. Each team
had at leasl two nations
but.one team consisted
of lour individuals, each
of a different nationality
This all worked well and
helped 'to. make for a
very friendly, il hard-
fought, affair. Finally,
however. llario Di Buo's
team emerged viclorious and took the top money prize to share
between them.

Again, as the day before Werner offered a purse 1o be shot for and
shared by all those who couid put an arrow in the *10." One arfow each!
The sequence was as before but one of the Berlin youngsters, Mathias
Knauf, was firs! to score! This was followed by a few mare but, this lime,
Alison failed to hit “10." Werner asked it they wanted another go — he
wauld put up another ‘purse.’ “Yes." the archers replied and then one (I
don't know who), suggested that, perhaps Alison should be made to
feel al home. "OK." another archer called out, “put the wind machine on!”

So, once again all the archers went through their paces. The wind
didn't help Alison but, it didn't help anyone else elther, other than Paul
Vermeiren who, to a great cheer, earned the ‘purse’ all to himself.

At the end of the tournament, three gents emerged as top prize
winners: Lionel Torres (France, European Indoor Champion), Matteo
Bisiani (ltaly. European Indoor Champion Silver Medallist) and Andrea
Parenti (ltaly, World Field Champion). However, no-one went away
emply-handed. Werner had seen to that by making sure that all efforts
would be rewarded somehow! As | said earlier, the final result doesn't
matter. What does malter is that everyone went away happy and with a
better knowledge and understanding, not only of Archery but, of each
other. This is something we always want to accomplish.

Everyone a winner! From left:
Lionel Torres, Andrea Parenti and
Matteo Bisiani

A happy band of archers after having had a superb
two/three days of shooting. From left, back row: Andreas
Lorenz, Melanie Forsterling, llario Di Buo, Stefan Grimm,
Wiebke Nulle, Lionel Torres, Andrea Parenti, Matteo Bisiani,
Mathias Knauf, Carole Ferriou and Werner Molgg. Front row:
Alison Willamson, Paul Vermeiren, Nicco Hendrix, Juan
Carlos Holgardo, Werner Beiter, Dietrich Grimm and
Giuseppe Lorenz.
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