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PRESERVING  
THE LEGACY OF  
WERNER BEITER
Günter Kuhr
In 2014, Werner Beiter passed away. He took archery to a higher level with his innovations. For 
his commitment, Werner Beiter was honored with the Golden Arrow by the World Archery Associ-
ation (WA) and inducted into the Archery Hall of Fame by the Archery Manufactures Organization 
(AMO). Under the leadership of his daughter Nicole Beiter-Lorenz, the family business still upholds 
the essential principles of Werner Beiter. His products remain unchanged on the market, but there 
have also been new products in the past 10 years. In an interview with Andreas Lorenz, we take a 
look at the family business, which is located on the edge of the Black Forest.

BSM
Andreas, outline your archery journey that 
led you to the Beiter company. 

ANDREAS
My archery journey began very early. I was 
only five years old when I started archery 
with my parents in Bolzano, Italy. In the fol-
lowing years, I rose to the A squad and was 
able to celebrate world and European cham-
pionship titles in the junior class. I was also 
qualified for the 1988 Olympic Games. Un-
fortunately, four weeks before the Olympics, 
there was an unexpected turn of events: a 
doctor withdrew my license to participate 
because a retinopathy was diagnosed, which 
had been treated but had not yet fully healed. 
The doctor justified his decision by saying 
that there would be a risk to my eyes if the-
re were any blunt blows. In the end, I was 
taken off the Olympic team. The reason was 
absurd: they feared I might get blows to the 
head, and therefore I was not allowed to par-
ticipate. In boxing, the decision would have 
been understandable, but not in archery. 
 
Despite this huge disappointment, I conti-
nued to shoot successfully and became Ita-
lian national champion the following years 
in 1988 and 1989. After my military service, 
I was recruited as a salesperson/advisor by 
a well-known Italian archery wholesaler. 
I was responsible for setting up and sup-
porting dealers located in Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland. During this time, I met my 
beautiful wife Nicole, who was already invol-
ved in the Beiter company at the time and – 
the daughter of Werner Beiter. After moving 
to Germany, I eventually joined the Beiter 
company and worked as a regional sale re-
presentative. Currently, at Beiter, I am res-
ponsible for arranging and expanding dealer 
partnerships and client relations worldwide. 
 
In 1996, I experienced the construction of 
the 70-meter indoor archery hall, which 
was completed in 1997 and has since been 
visited by many national teams and training 
groups. The time I spent with Werner Bei-
ter was particularly formative for me. Until 
his death in 2014, he was actively involved 
in the company and developed, for examp-
le, the final version of the compound arrow 
rest, which is still on the market today wit-
hout any changes. It is remarkable that Wer-
ner only released his products when he was 
satisfied that they were fully developed and 
ready for the market. He strictly refused to 
use customers or archers as “guinea pigs”. His 
products had to meet the highest standards, 
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Werner Beiter started using high-speed cameras in 
product development decades ago. All of the products 
he developed are always available on the market. Wer-
ner Beiter passed away in 2014. � Photo: Beiter

otherwise they would never have been sold. 
To this day, all of Werner Beiter’s products 
are on the market and none of them have 
ever been taken out of the program. 

BSM
How has the Beiter company developed 
since the death of Werner Beiter?

ANDREAS
The company is family-owned. Managing 
Director of the Beiter company is Nicole 
Beiter-Lorenz, the daughter of Werner Bei-
ter and my wife. She continues to run the 
company with the values and principles 
of her father. As a family business, we at-
tach great importance to producing in 
Germany. All products are manufactured 
in Dauchingen, and our suppliers are al-
most exclusively from Germany. It is cru-
cial for us to have short delivery routes 
and to be able to control the supply chain 
in order to always offer our customers 
– the shooters – high-quality products.   
 
A central aspect of our production is the 
precision of the products. For example, we 
continue to manufacture the nocks from a 
single mold cavity, so that each nock of the 
same size is of the highest precision. 
This level of care is essential for us, espe-
cially in the face of increasing competition.  
 
In recent years, we have developed some 
new products, such as the V-Box and the 
Beiter Lock system, to meet the needs of 
archers. Our brand has established itself as 
a leader, particularly in the field of nocks, 

which is also reflected in our social media 
presence, where we advertise with #the-
nockbrand. Our focus is on making the best 
nock in archery – and the number of top ar-
chers who choose and shoot with the Beiter 
Nock is proof that we are on the right track.

BSM
In recent years, there has also been a pro-
blem with counterfeiting in the field of ar-
chery products. Could you comment on this 
phenomenon?

ANDREAS
Beiter products are completely “Made in 
Germany” – from development to produc-
tion. The copies come mainly from Asia and 
appear worldwide. You get what you want 
from Asia. Whoever buys and sells coun-
terfeits, copies and products is, of course, 
liable to prosecution. Importing them is 
prohibited. We have already experienced 
being informed by customs that counter-
feit products have entered Germany, and in 
these cases we have filed criminal charges. 
 
Our best approach to combating these poor-
quality copies is to focus on the quality and 
reliability of our products. The nock, for ex-
ample, is a crucial component that absorbs 
the entire kinetic energy of the string when 
the arrow is released. There can be no com-
promises here, as the quality of this part is 
crucial for safety, but also for performance 
and precision. That is why we have had our 
nocks tested by an independent institute. 
The tests also included copies and imita-
tions, which may look the same on the out-
side but are actually made of inferior mate-
rials. These counterfeits have significantly 
lower strength and material quality, which 
considerably affects safety when shooting as 
well as performance. It is of utmost impor-
tance to us that the archers who use our pro-
ducts have the original in their hands. This is 
guaranteed in archery stores. 

BSM
What kind of sponsoring programs  
does Beiter have??

ANDREAS
We also maintain Werner Beiter’s princip-
les when it comes to sponsoring. We do not 
pay archers to use our products, but instead 
convince them with quality and reliability. 
The archers choose our products volunta-
rily because they are convinced of them. 
At the Olympic Games or other world ran-
king tournaments, the aim is to win, and 

here the archers choose the best material 
available. Of course there are Pro Staff pro-
grams in which archers receive products 
at a discount, but we do not pay anyone 
to use or promote our products. This also 
applies to top international athletes such 
as Brady Ellison, Kim Woojin, Florian Un-
ruh or Mike Schloesser, as well as Michel-
le Kroppen, Kathi Bauer, Charlie Schwarz, 
to name just a few. All of them choose our 
nocks and other products out of conviction. 
 
Since 1988, Beiter products have been used 
at all Olympic Games, and this was also the 
case at the most recent Games: All archers 
who made it to the quarterfinals – whe-
ther in the individual, team or mixed team 
competition – used only Beiter nocks, cli-
ckers and plungers. Our presence was also 
dominant at the Paralympics: only one Para 
archer, who was sponsored by another ma-
nufacturer, did not use Beiter products. Ove-
rall, this underlines the leading role that our 
products play in international archery.

BSM
You said that the products developed by 
Werner Beiter are unchanged. However, you 
have brought newly developed products to 
market over the past 10 years. Can you tell 
us something about these new develop-
ments?

ANDREAS
One of our newest products is the micro-
clicker, which was developed as a progres-
sion of the product originally manufactured 
by TEC-HRO. When TEC-HRO stopped pro-
duction, we decided to improve this product 
and add it to our range. The Beiter Micro-
Clicker has several new features compared 
to its predecessor. Particularly noteworthy, 
is the ability to adjust the angle of the cli-
cker, although many archers opt for the Mi-
cro-Clicker because the clicker plate can be 
set at a right angle to the arrow. The micro-
clicker allows for micrometric adjustment of 
the clicker plate in both directions, enabling 
extremely precise handling. This feature is 
particularly useful when it comes to precise-
ly adjusting the clicker to a changing draw 
length, for example, at different distances in 
field archery. If the archer does not manage 
to keep the T-position perfectly when chan-
ging distances, the draw length will change. 
Here, the micro-clicker can be used to make 
the finest adjustments. However, this also 
affects archers who switch between the 70 
meters and a short distance, which is the 
case when shooting in or out during trai-
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ning. The micro-clicker is used globally and 
was also chosen by archers for their com-
peting at the 2004 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in Paris (FRA).
In addition to these developments, we have 
expanded our nock range. The new nocks 
are designed to fit more shaft diameters 
from different brands. In addition to the 
0.166 cam, we have also developed the 0.165 
nock to ensure greater compatibility with 
various shaft models from different manu-
facturers, such as Black Eagle and Gold Tip. 
Our latest developments also include the V-
Box, a multifunctional damping system for 
stabilizers. Here, membranes with different 
properties can be exchanged to adjust the 
basic hardness of the damping. 

BSM
Are there any new developments  
in the pipeline?

ANDREAS
We are constantly working on innovative 
ideas. However, as a small company, our fo-

cus is not on regularly launching new pro-
ducts. We want to avoid a situation where 
dealers have to stock goods that quickly 
become obsolete because new models are 
launched, for example. Instead, we ensure 
that our products are available for delivery 
at all times and that we can offer reliable 
customer service. Another important aspect 
for us is the availability of spare parts. For 
example, every component of the plunger is 
available as a spare part. If the archer needs 
a new button pin or a spring, for example, 
these parts are available as spare parts and 
the archer does not have to buy a new plun-
ger. This reliability and customer service are 
central features that were already important 
to Werner Beiter and that we maintain as 
principles of the company.

BSM
You mentioned the Beiter archery hall at 
the beginning. How is the hall used today?

ANDREAS
Since its opening, the 70-meter indoor ar-

chery hall has been used by archers from 
63 nations. Among them were both nati-
onal teams and recreational archers loo-
king for the special experience of shooting 
in the same hall where Olympic and world 
champions have trained. In addition to the 
sporting appeal, the hall offers optimal con-
ditions for testing and tuning equipment. 
Many archers come for a whole day, often 
losing track of time as they focus entirely on 
training and exchanging ideas. The hall ma-
kes it possible to shoot under constant con-
ditions, regardless of the weather – a kind 
of “laboratory environment” for archery. 
 
The hall does not have permanent coaches 
or technicians on site, so teams bring their 
own coaches or dealers to accompany the 
training and adjust the equipment. The 
hall is equipped with a workshop whe-
re archers can work on, adjust and test 
their bows. Years ago, there was a report 
in the German archery magazine BOGEN-
SPORTMAGAZIN about Jens Asbach’s bow 
tuning. The report was called “From Zero 
to 60” and described how Jens Asbach tu-
ned a brand new compound in the arche-
ry hall and then shot a perfect 60 points at 
50 meters – all under ideal test conditions. 
 
The archery hall developed by Werner Bei-
ter is the first private indoor archery hall in 
the world to enable a 70-meter shooting di-
stance. Meanwhile, some nations have their 
own halls with similar possibilities, but this 
hall remains a unique training location for 
archers from all over the world.

BSM
Can a club team rent the hall  
for a training session?

ANDREAS
Teams that want to complete a training ses-
sion can book the hall. The hall has four 
shooting lanes, so between four and eight 
archers can train here at the same time. Indi-
viduals have also booked the entire hall for 
themselves to train under ideal conditions. 
The Werner & Iris Center can be rented for 
various durations, throughout the year, con-
tact us for a quotation and availability. The 
hall is equipped with modern video stations 
for analyzing shooting technique.  

BSM
Thank you very much for the interview.

The interview was conducted by: 
Guenter Kuhr

Florian Unruh uses Beiter Nocks, Plungers, Clickers and Micro-Clickers at the Olympic Games in Paris. 
� Photo: Dean Alberga

 Jens Asbach tuned a brand-new compound in Beiter’s archery hall. He needed 24 arrows in the tuning process to 
shoot a perfect 60 points at 50 meters. The report appeared in Germany´s Bogensport Magazin (issue 2-2015).
� Photo: BSM
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